
Gila Chapter 
Back Country Horsemen of New Mexico|MINUTES 

Meeting date | time 11/13/2019 6:00 PM | Meeting location WNMU Watts Hall 

Meeting called by Doug Dexter 

Type of meeting Monthly business meeting 

Note taker Cindi deCapiteau 
 

Attendees 

[David Allen, Joan Bacon, Susan Beck (guest speaker), 
Cathy Brett, Sharon A. Brown, Randy Catron (visitor), 
Sue Chiverton, Cindi deCapiteau, Vicki Dowd, Bob 
Hempstead, Jayne Hempstead, Jean Hill, Deborah Houk, 
Dave Imler, Nancy Imler, Mickey Lemon, Rawlings 
Lemon, Maureen McLeod, Mara Miles, Ted Miles, Kathy 
Murch, Matt Rehani, Cheryl Roth, Becky Shumway, 
Donna Tillmann, Deborah Whittemore, Ilene Wignall, 
Nat Williams, Laurie Wlosinski, Melinda Wood, 
Randolph Wood] 
 

AGENDA TOPICS 

Agenda topic Call to order | Presenter Becky Shumway 

Becky called the meeting to order at 5:59. 

Agenda topic Recognize guests and new members | Presenter Becky Shumway 

Bob and Jayne Hempstead joined us as new members this evening. They have relocated to the Gila region from 
Alaska.  

Agenda topic Additions or changes to agenda | Presenter Becky Shumway 

Becky noted that tonight’s agenda includes several items that will be postponed until the new year because the 
matter of F16 training flights over the Gila is pressing.  Vicki Dowd moved to accept the agenda as amended. Cathy 
Brett seconded her motion. 

Action items Person responsible Deadline 

Collect all the skipped items and get them to Doug to include on 
the agenda for January 

[Becky Shumway] January 8, 2020 

Make sure minutes from the October chapter meeting have been 
distributed to the membership 

[Becky Shumway]  

Agenda topic Financial & membership report | Presenter Nancy Imler 

Our gracious treasurer announced that with the addition of Bob and Jayne Hempstead, the Gila chapter now has 80 
members and continues to be the largest chapter in New Mexico. Minor financial outlays for October and 
November left the chapter treasury holding around $6,900. 
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Agenda topic PA trailhead parking improvements | Presenter Pat Buls, Kathy Murch 

Gentle agitation by Pat Buls and Kathy Murch (who are skilled gentle agitators) has produced road and trailer 
parking improvements on Bear Creek Road. The next step requiring cooperation between landowners in the area, 
the Forest Service, Silver City, and Piños Altos will determine where the actual trailhead will be located. See map 
on page 4.  

Agenda topic Christmas Party at Buckhorn | Presenter Mickey Lemon 

The chapter’s Christmas party will begin at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 8, at the Buckhorn Saloon. Mickey, 
who is coordinating the collection and communication of potluck information, passed around a sign-up sheet so 
the creative and hungry among us can register their “covered dish” (as they say in the southern US) contributions. 

A charge of $10 per person for the event was proposed, of which $8 will go to the Buckhorn and $2 will fund 
incidental party expenses and the chapter coffers. Pat Buls moved to accept the $10 proposal and a voice from the 
crowd yelled “second!” The motion passed on voice vote. 

The party traditionally features a silent auction, through which members can get rid of stuff they can no longer use 
in a productive way (assuming dusty floor weights are productive). In the past couple of years, the auction has 
been coordinated through the diligence of Laurie Wlosinski, who is unavailable for that job in 2019. 

Becky Shumway asked for a volunteer to take over, noting that the choice is to abandon the silent auction unless 
somebody is willing to manage it. In keeping with the chapter’s culture of responsibility, nobody stepped up.  

So. It looks like you’ll be stuck with your odds and ends for a bit longer, unless you—in the spirit of giving during 
the coming holiday season—will coordinate the auction. Feel free to contact Becky to announce your inspired 
intentions. 

You can pay for both the party and your 2020 chapter dues at the door. Checks only, please. 

Action items Person responsible Deadline 

Volunteer to coordinate the silent auction. Anybody? Somebody? ASAP 

Contact Mickie Lemon to register your Christmas Party food 
contribution. 

Everybody ASAP 

Agenda topic Elections | Presenter Dave Imler, Becky Shumway 

The slate of chapter officers will continue almost unchanged, except for treasurer and vice president. The office of 
treasurer will be assumed by Dave Imler. Becky Shumway will continue as BP until near the end of March 2020, at 
which time she will step down. Her duties will then be assumed by Vicki Dowd, who volunteered to do so. Becky 
will serve until near end of march.  

Dave Imler moved (second by Nat Williams) that we elect unanimously everybody who is staying on. The motion 
passed on voice vote with no objections. Therefore, the officers for 2020 will be: 

President – Doug Dexter 

Vice President – Becky Shumway (through March) and Vicki Dowd (from end of March through December 2020) 

Treasurer – Dave Imler 

Secretary – Cindi deCapiteau 

For offices in the committee category, Cheryl Roth will continue as education chair, but she put the chapter on 
notice that she wants to turn over that responsibility to someone else. 
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Gerry Engel will continue to coordinate public service and communication. 

Vicki Dowd volunteered to handle publicity. 

Agenda topic Holloman AFB overflights EIS | Presenter Susan Beck 

Col. Susan Beck (ret. United States Air Force) visited us once again to update us about the expanded F16 training 
missions over the Gila region proposed by the Air Force. She provided a concise and intelligent explanation of the 
Air Force’s draft environmental impact statement (DEIS), recently released in phase 2 of this proposition. 

The Air Force is receiving public comments about the statement through the end of January 2020. Col. Beck advises 
that those who decide to comment (and we encourage you to do so) should make their remarks specific; e.g.,  

THIS NOT THIS 

When they occur, the proposed training flights will be disruptive to 
equestrians who use the Gila region. Horses rarely acclimate to intermittent 
intrusions by low-flying aircraft and their fear response can be violent and 
deadly. 

This is a terrible idea. 

Submit your comments online at http://www.hollomanafbairspaceeis.com/Comments.aspx 
or by letter at  

Holloman Airspace EIS 
501 Butler Farm Rd, Suite H 
Hampton, VA 23666 

 
Download the complete DEIS (.pdf, 162 pages) from http://www.hollomanafbairspaceeis.com/Documents.aspx 
Materials associated with this link include a 20-page executive summary. 
If you have questions after informing yourself about the proposal, email Col. Beck at smbeck1@gmail.com 

Next meeting:  January 8, 2020, Watts Hall, 6:00 p.m. 
  



Page  4 

 

Bear Creek Road – source:  USGS 1999 Twin Sisters quad map 

 


